Hospital, &c. London, 8vo. pp. 62. Having observed the advertisement of this little work on one or two occasions in the foul ward (i. e. column) of the newspapers, we were prejudiced against it as belonging to a class of publications which too frequently of late years have disgraced our profession ; but an examination
of its contents proves to us its localization there, was due to the mistake of the classifier of advertisements (for we suppose such a post must exist now these have so increased as almost to defeat each others object of attracting attention) and not to the wishes of the author. It is a purely professional treatise, and a very good one too.
Dimensions of the Urethra.?Mr. Briggs first alludes to the discrepant statements which have been made by different authorities as regards the length of the urethra. The mode in which he has endeavoured to determine this is by the passage of a catheter without a stilette, graduated in inches and fractions from a single aperture at its end. As soon as the urine commences flowing, we may observe the point of the scale which corresponds to the external meatus. In 60 persons the length was found to vary from 6| to in. In three-fourths of the whole, the persons being of middle stature, it was between 7 and 8 in. [July 1 prior to puberty ; but that of the adult urethra does not undergo much variation, and the degree of this which does exist seems to bear some relatidn to the stature of the individual ; for in persons of short stature, the sweep which an instrument makes in entering the bladder " is more sudden, and the handle carried lower than in those of large make, in whom it is oftener requisite to press the catheter back in a horizontal direction." Mr. Briggs denies the existence of spasmodic stricture, at least as dependent upon muscularity of the urethra. The muscles of the perineum encompassing the canal may at their points of insertion give rise to its compression, and impede the introduction of instruments. Then, again, the lining membrane of the urethra possesses remarkable elasticity, so that, 011 exmining the body of a child three years old, the author could scarcely obtain the admission of the point of a knitting-needle into this canal.
The directions given by the author for the introduction of instruments into the bladder are brief and judicious. Briggs has occasionally passed a whalebone bougie, with a point scarcely larger than a bristle. " In order to fit the whalebone for this purpose, it is necessary to soften it in warm water, and keep it for some time in a catheter, by which it will acquire a permanent curve." When once the stricture has been in this way passed, the author believes the contracted nrethra may be enlarged by the conical instruments before-mentioned at option. Of course the number of times these may be required, as also their gradation, must depend upon the extent and closeness of the stricture ; and one good piece of advice is given, viz.?that a smaller instrument should first be introduced at a sitting than the largest one which had been introduced on the previous occasion. When the instrument is firmly grasped and removed with difficulty, it is better to allow a few days to in-on Stricture.
[July 1 tervene before repeating its introduction ; and it is not desirable to allow it to remain within the urethra more than a few minutes on each occasion. His object is merely to state the means of relieving stricture which he has found most successful, and his observations seem to us useful and judicious. We cannot however agree with him in the entire proscription of caustic, and believe that the rapid cure he describes following dilatation by metallic sounds will seldom be found permanent. Moreover, we regard these fine wire sounds as dangerous instruments in the hands of any one ^vho is not constantly exercised in their employment.
